
Pentecost Sunday 2018 
Acts 2:1-11, 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13, Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15 

 When I used to own a house, I had a funny little front lawn.  The house was built so close 

to the road that it was no more than 10 feet wide between the front of the house to a stone wall 

which dropped down to the street. On the street side there were trees that shaded the little lawn, 

and it got almost no sun.  One day a friend of mine who was the head of grounds at a golf course 

(and knew a lot about grass) came over.  As we walked up the stairs to the front of the house he 

stopped and looked left and right at the little lawn, then up at the trees whose branches went right 

across the lawn and early touched the house.  He said “how is this grass even growing”?  He 

calculated that with the amount of shade time this type of grass should not be able to survive.  I 

told him the secret … I had no idea why … it just grows and I just mow it.   Somehow enough of 

the power from the sun that was filtering through the branches.   

 We celebrate today the solemnity of Pentecost and heard in our first reading of the first 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the struggling little church that, like my shaded little lawn, 

should not have been able to survive.  There is a mysterious power of God that filters through the 

things in the world that might block it.  And like the sunlight that came through the branches of 

trees to make the lawn grow, that power of God - that comes to us even today in the Holy Spirit - 

gives life to our Church and helps it grow.  Even more personally, this power of the Spirit also 

gives life to all of us who are members of that Church. 

 We all need this outpouring of the Spirit.  Life can seem like a struggle, it can feel like we 

are pressing against many obstacles.  All of us are in need of the power of God.  We hear many 

people crying and groaning for something to fix the many situations of the world - we have many 

things we need fixed in our lives.  We just don’t know what to ask for, we don’t know what is the 

solution - but God does.  If we open ourselves to allow the power of God to flow through us we 

can experience miraculous growth and life like my little lawn did.  There is a tremendous truth in 

our faith, there is a tremendous power in our God that we can quickly overlook.  Jesus said to us 

today: I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, the Spirit of 

truth, he will guide you to all truth. Belief in the truth, is a key to experiencing the power of God 

flowing through you in the spirit.  The Spirit enlightens the Church to help us make sense of the 

complications of life, the Spirit completes our prayers and helps us to ask for those things that 



God wills to give us, the Spirit gives us the power and strength to grow when we should wither 

away and die. 

 Nothing that Science discovers contradicts the truth that there is a God who created this 

universe and who wants to guide us to ultimate fulfillment.  The major way God guides us to 

fulfillment is through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.   The outpouring of the Spirit can be 

powerful as it was at Pentecost, or more subtle (like the faint sunlight making my little lawn 

grow).  God wishes to give us the truths that will sustain us, that will help us to understand the 

mixed up crazy world we live in, and the power to accomplish the things that we think are 

impossible.  God just wants to do it.   This outpouring comes to us as members of the Church 

that Jesus founded.  It is not a coincidence that the Spirit comes to the disciples a Pentecost when 

they are all gathered together.  The movement of the spirit is not just a personal thing - it is 

something that comes to us as a group, something that moves through us as a community.  My 

lawn was not just a collection of individual grass plant with the sun making each one grow.  The 

lawn was a united entity with interlocking roots that in some mysterious way were able to share 

the scant sunlight and resources of the soil and survive. 

 This power of the Spirit is given as a strength that comes to us when we can’t find 

strength, a knowledge that we don’t know how we know, a faith and hope where there is none 

expected.  It is a power that comes to the whole of the Church.  We can only properly understand 

the great truths contained in Scripture when they are placed in the inspired framework of the 

Church in which the Spirit has been flowing and making grow through the centuries.  The Spirit 

flows like a river, and is meant to flow from God to the whole of us united in God’s Church and 

then from us to flow to the rest of the world.  The Spirit comes to us as a untied reality that is 

likened in Scripture to a Body - it is Spirit that gives the body life and strength.  All of us become 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to live together in the body sharing resources and the power of 

God.  We heard: To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.  As a 

body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 

so also Christ.   Let us pray for us to be united through the Eucharist into that diverse community 

of faith that collectively receives the outpouring of the Spirit and grows to ultimate fulfillment. 


